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Kirke, an attorney, for five years from 1714. 'But you, my
lord, renounc'd attorneyship': he decided to take orders,
and was ordained in 1723. Early in his literary career he
sided with Theobald against Pope, and showed 'where Pope
was wrong, and Shakespeare was not right',—for he was as-
sociated with Theobald in Shakespearian research, and,—so
Furness hints—stole some of Theobald's emendations. Later
on, shifting his ground, he expressed contempt for Theobald
(who was the better Shakespearian scholar of the two). In
1738-9, 'whatever was his motive' (Johnson), he defended
Pope's Essay on Man against the attack of Crousaz; and the
two became friends. Through Pope he met Ralph Allen of
Prior Park, near Bath, and, marrying his favourite niece,
became 'Allen's heir'—a very good thing to be. Allen helped
him towards the Gloucester bishopric (1759). Wilkes play-
fully attributed to Warburton the notes of his Essay on
Woman, and Warburton, at Lord Sandwich's suggestion,
made a speech against Wilkes in the House of Lords.
Churchill was, of course, biassed on behalf of his friend
Wilkes; but there seems to be some justification for his taking
Warburton as the type of the not very scrupulous social
climber. Johnson when in Scotland referred ironically to
Warburton's rise (v. Boswell, Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides}.
2 Those sheep: Churchill succeeded his father in the curacy
of St. John the Evangelist, Westminster (Aldine ed. note).
8 As amended in MS. to replace a misprinted couplet:
Whiche accents of rebuke could nevr bear,
Nor would have heeded Christ, had Christ been there.
 4	Recall that day: i.e. the day on which Warburton made
his speech against Wilkes in the Lords.
 5	potter: Thomas, son of the Archbishop of Canterbury,
who actually wrote the notes for Wilkes' Essay.
6	Demos: cf. 2 Timothy, 4, 10, 'Demas hath forsaken me,
having loved this present world', etc.
7	mansfield: Lord Mansfield, Solicitor-General in 1746.
He obtained for Warburton (who was introduced to him by
Pope) the preachership at Lincoln's Inn.
* Forget, etc.: this couplet is added in MS. in the proofs—
presumably from a damaged or destroyed page.

